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Municipal Museum, 3580 Mission Inn;
(909) 782-5273.

Of course, the don't-miss attraction in
Riverside is the Missien Inn, 3649 Mission
Inn; (B00) 843-7755. It began as a small
adobe guest house and grew right along
with Riverside, thanks to owner Frank
Miller's citrus wealth. Room prices range
from $105 to $540. For tour information,
call (909) 781-8241.

This year, as it did last year, downtown
Riverside will host the Sunkist Orange
Blossem Festival (April 20 and 21), which
features a parade of orange-decorated
fleats, historic and art exhibits, cooking
demaonstrations, and entertainment. For
details, call (800) 382-8202. Another long-
standing citrus festival is 5an Bernardino’s
Mational Orange 5how, from May 13
through 27; (909) 888-6788.

To reach the city’s remaining citrus
groves from downtown, drivie south on
Market, which turns into Magnolia Avenue.
After you pass Riverside City College, you
enter the Weods Street Historic District.
Explore the neighborhood on either side of
Magnolia. To shortcut to the groves, turn
left at Castle Reagh Place or Beechwood
Place to Ramona Drive, then turn right and
go about a mile to Victoria Avenue.
Victoria runs southwest for almost 7 miles
through Arlington Heights Citrus District.

The avenue features a bike path, and
you can make easy detours to the left onto
country roads that run through the groves
for several long blocks and up to the his-
toric Gage Canal. If you continue on
Victoria, turn left en Van Buren Boulevard,
then left again on Dufferin Avenue, which
runs through more citrus groves and takes

CHUCE PLACE

you shortly to California Citrus State
Historic Park; 780-6222. The park has won
awards for its general plan, but budget cut-
backs have stalled progress. It's still worth
a visit if you're in the area, especially on a
clear day because it has tremendous,
orange crate-label views. Returning. you
might want to take Arlington Avenue back
to Magnolia to see the Parent Washington
Navel Orange Tree, one of the two original
trees imported from Brazil in 1873,

Ventura County

The 45-mile-long corridor along State 1216
between |-5 and UL5. 101 is the last great
citrus-scape in Southern California. Here in
the 5anta Clara Valley grow Valencias and
lemons. While the mostly two-lane high-
way can be busy, it is still a classic scenic
drive that will take you past great farm-
stands, most on the south side of the high-
way.

For a more relaxing drive, point your
car down Guiberson Road, which runs par-
allel to the highway. At Piru, turn left at
Torrey Road and follow it | Y4 miles to
Guiberson, where you turn right. After
about 7 miles, with occasional broad views
of the valley, the road runs into State 23
south of Fillmore.

From here, you can continue parallel to
State 126 by wrning left on State 13, then
right on Pasadena Avenue. To reach South
Mountain Read, which runs to 5anta Paula,
turn left at Sespe Street. Like Guiberson,
South Mountain takes you through the
groves for another 6 to 7 miles.

A third way to get out into farm country
is to ride the rails with Fillmore & Western
Railway Company. Prices start at 514 (38
for ages 4 through 12); call (B05) 524-2546
to reserve. The company offers several
trips through the groves on |940s-era
diesels. In late March and April, orange
blessoms should be at their peak.

Or bring your bicycle. With its many vin-
tage farmhouses, extensive groves, and rel-
ative lack of traffic, the citrus area along
South Mountain is perfect for bikes. Street
parking is limited, so you'll have to start
from dewntewn Fillmere. The anly high-
traffic area (although the shoulder is wide)
is the roughly |-mile stretch along busy

Two travelers on the Fillmore &
Western Railway.

State 23 between town and Riverside
Avenue. From that point, it's easy to pedal
up and down these quiet roads. Keep in
mind, however, that the local farm dogs
are surprisingly fast.

The side roads are pleasant, but don't
overlook downtown Fillmere, at the junc-
tion of 5tate 23 and State |126. Fillmore
may lack the historic grandeur of Redlands,
but it does give you a good glimpse of a
traditional small citrus community, a scarce
species in contemporary Southern
Califernia. The tawn was hit especially
hard by the 1994 Morthridge earthquake,
but its vintage buildings are continually
being spruced up.

Santa Paula, too, is worth a stop. For
orange-crate labels and other citrus mem-
orabilia, visit the Santa Paula Union Oil
Museum, |Oth and Main streets, 933-0076;
or the very un-general general store called
Mr. Nichels, 901 Main, 525-7804. For lodg-
ing or a place to eat in town, try Glen
Tavern Inn, 134 M. Mill Street, 933-3777
(rooms from $60).

From Santa Paula, drive up 5tate 150 to
Qijai, one of Southern California’s most
scenic communities. As you descend into
the valley, you'll be treated to expansive
views of the citrus country concentrated in
its eastern end. But the real take-your-
breath-away perspective is from a spot
called Meditation Mount at the east end of
Reeves Road.

The hilly landscape is best savored by
bicycle. In Ojai, park at Soule County Park
off Boardman Road at State 150, then
pedal east on the highway for a short
stretch before turning left at Gorham
Road. Gorham veers right ente Grand
Avenue, from which you can take a left
ento Carne Road and then a right onto
Thacher Road. Thacher climbs to
McAndrew Road, but a right here wins you
a long descent down to Reeves. Strong
cyclists can turn left at Reeves for the
climb to Meditation Mount. Mortals can
turn right on Reeves to McMNell Road and
right again through more groves to Grand.
To vary your return, turn left at Grand and
then left again at Carne on the way back
to the highway, although we recommend
backtracking up Carne to minimize time
on the highway. Follow Grand to Gorham,
where you retrace your route to the park,
Round trip is 8 to 9 miles.
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